
North Dakota
Stratigraphy

EP
O

C
H

ROCK UNITROCK
COLUMN

C
R

ET
A

C
EO

U
S

TE
R

TI
A

R
Y

PE
R

IO
D

.01

1.8
5

25

38

55

65

84

AG
ES

 M
IL

LI
O

NS
O

F 
YE

AR
S 

AG
O

Pl
ei

st
oc

en
e

O
lig

oc
en

e
Eo

ce
ne

Pa
le

oc
en

e
Holocene

Pliocene

Miocene

Oahe

Coleharbor

Unnamed

Arikaree

Brule

Chadron

Golden
Valley

Sentinel
Butte

Bullion
Creek

Slope

Cannonball

Ludlow

Hell Creek

Fox Hills

Pierre

Niobrara

Carlile

South Heart

Chalky Buttes

Camels Butte

Bear Den

Carbonate Calcareous Shale Claystone/Shale

Siltstone Sandstone Sand & Gravel

Mudstone Lignite Glacial Drift

Q
UA

TE
R

N
A

RY

   Locations where fossils have been found                        ND State Fossil Collection                                Prehistoric Life of ND Map

North Dakota Geological Survey Home Page

Mammut americanum

The American mastodon, Mammut americanum, was one of the
most common proboscideans that lived in North America at the
end of the Ice Age, but few fossils of these animals have been
found in North Dakota.  Mastodons were elephant like and
elephant size, about the size of the Indian elephant that lives today.
Many were about 10 feet tall at the shoulder. The heads of these
animals were long and held low, with long, curved tusks.   Like the
woolly mammoth that lived in North Dakota at the same time as
mastodons, they were covered with long shaggy hair for insulation
against the Ice Age cold.  They were browsers and lived in spruce
woodlands.  Paleo-Indians hunted these animals. They became
extinct at about the same time as woolly mammoths at the end of
the Ice Age about 10,000 years ago.

Common Name:
American mastodon

Classification:
Class: Mammalia
Order: Proboscidea
Family: Mammutidae

Skeleton of the Highgate Mastodon on display at the North
Dakota Heritage Center in Bismarck.  Skeleton is 10 feet tall at the
shoulder.  State Historical Society of North Dakota Collection.

Painting of mastodons in a spruce forest.  Much of North Dakota
appearing like this about 11,000 years.  Painting by Robert G.
Larson, courtesy of the Illinois State Museum.

Description:

https://www.dmr.nd.gov/ndfossil/Poster/coleharbor/Coleharbor.pdf
https://www.dmr.nd.gov/ndfossil/Poster/poster.asp
https://www.dmr.nd.gov/ndgs

